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On Almost Being a Mainer: I was born in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 1928 but my 
fi rst summer was spent in York, Maine. In 1980 
I built a house in York on Godfrey Cove on land 
my family has owned since before World War 
II. I have been in Maine, I think, for some time 
every year of my life.

On Masters and Saints: I am not an academic. 
I have had no teacher who infl uenced me, 
helped me, or promoted me. Rodin is my 
master. He is all you need to know about 
sculpture. Picasso is my saint because he said he 
would never abstract something in such a way 
that you could not know what he started with.

On the Thought Behind the Process: I work 
with my hands mostly, rather than tools. I like 
to see the fi ngerprints. I often use myself as my 
model, particularly my hands. I believe I am a 
craftsman, perhaps a creative one. Before the 
Romantic period, all artists were people in a 
trade: Michelangelo, Giotto, Tiepolo—me too.

For More Winebaum: sumnerwinebaum.com,
The Barn Gallery, Greenhut Gallery
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