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harbor Digital

Today’s remote controls offer a wide range of prices, 
features, and functions. Paul Powers of Harbor Digital in 
Camden sells a variety of devices to clients whose needs 
range from controlling a single television to running 
all the electronics in an entire household. “We can 
defi nitely take care 
of just about 
every need,” says 
Powers. “Touch-
screen technology 
makes even the 
most complicated 
systems easy 
and intuitive to 
operate.”
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SpaceS

               Three  
     Must-Have  
          Technologies
One Green Technology—Advances in technology have made it possible 
to monitor the electrical functions in a home either while on location or 
remotely. This kind of integrated design helps homeowners keep track of 
energy usage from all systems—not only for home entertainment, but also 
personal computing, heating, air-conditioning, appliances, and lighting.

Two Kitchen Technology—Running out to the store? Ask your 
refrigerator to print out a shopping list. Need to get dinner on the table 
in a hurry? Preheat your oven from the offi ce with a command from your 
cell phone. Searching for the perfect recipe? Press a button on the touch 
screen in your refrigerator door. Major household appliances will soon be 
networked into a comprehensive home-technology system, bringing even 
the most mundane kitchen functions into the twenty-fi rst century.

Three Hidden Technology—Technology and interior design are 
now more compatible than ever before. The ability to hide or disguise 
electronics and components makes it easier to incorporate technology 
into decorating decisions. Speakers can be completely hidden behind 
drywall, overhead-projection screens can descend from a recessed 
compartment in the ceiling, and video monitors and televisions can pop 
up from a console or be placed behind a framed painting that rolls away 
to reveal the screen.

For more information, see Resources on page 88.
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Smarthome Solutions

David J.  Klenk Design 
and Woodworking

Dale Bragg custom 
Builders

This Falmouth residence, which was 
the stage for the Portland Symphony 
Orchestra 2007 Designers’ Showhouse, 
has an entertainment system designed by 
Jason Robie of SmartHome Solutions in 
Kennebunk. Integrated wiring allows the 
audio and video to play throughout the 
house and be controlled by touch screens 
located in living areas and bedrooms. 
Components and controls for the main level 
were located behind a panel in the study, 
a hand-varnished mahogany room crafted 
by furniture maker David J. Klenk of Gray. 
The second-fl oor components were tucked 
into a small linen closet. “Our challenge 
was to retrofi t modern technology into a 
house built in the 1920s,” says Robie. “I 
didn’t want to disturb the integrity of the 
architecture.” With careful planning and 
execution, Robie, Klenk, and builder Dale 
Bragg were able to combine the refi nement 
of a bygone era with twenty-fi rst-century 
technology.
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