


The Wilsons’ primary residence is the same house that Lee
grew up in, a 200-year-old Cape in Cape Elizabeth. Its many
additions and updates add to its charm, and each room has a
history and a story to tell. However, the prospect of decorating
a brand new condominium—one with straight walls and level
floors—was a project that Mike and Lee eagerly undertook.
Having a place on the Mountain to call home was a defining
family event, one that was immediately embraced by all.

As they started looking for their second home, the Wilsons
discovered a project called Winter's Way being developed and
built by the Goduti brothers. Like Lee Wilson, the Godutis—Rick is
the architect and Jamie the builder—had been skiing at Sugarloaf
since they were teenagers. Though they had separate businesses
in Cape Elizabeth and Portland, Winter’'s Way was a project that
appealed to them on both a personal and a professional level.

The 28-unit townhouse community is the lowest area on
the Mountain equipped with ski-in/ski-out access. The brothers
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Portia Wilson bedroom is painted in
a color fit for a princess (Benjamin
Moore Pleasing Pink) In true royal
style she sleeps under a tangerine
tulle ironwork mini-canopy (left).
Her headboard was created from
the back of an antique settee and

is bracketed by vintage ballerina
prints. The beautifully worn original
paint on the Irish country nightstand
injects another playful color into the
mix.

It’s a play station of the old fash-
ioned variety (Opposite Top). Games
and crafts are stored in the antique
American pie cupboard on the right.
A circa 1880 Irish console table
retains its original paint and is a
repository for toys, knitting, snacks,
and other miscellany of family life.
A framed collage of antique golf
ephemera and memorabilia hangs
next to a hand-painted wooden golf
figure.

Hanging in Portia’s room are three
happy showmen, which she painted
in the second grade (Opposite Bot-
tom). A nearby pine shelf displays
cherished mementos and
photographs.

envisioned building mid-range vacation homes, relying on their
ability to be flexible in meeting the unique needs of the skiing
families. A cookie-cutter approach didn’'t fit with their design
philosophy. “Within these units | wanted to create diversity in
the design,” says Rick Goduti. ‘I also wanted to design units that
would attract new skiers to the area, but would be affordable
for Maine skiers contemplating the purchase of a second home.
In addition, these units needed to be completely skier friendly,
with ski lockers at the entry and real buffers between the snow
and the living areas.”

The last two units to sell at Winter's Way went to the two
Goduti families, who are enmeshed in all aspects of Sugarloaf
life. The brothers are not only continuing their development
projects on the Mountain, but they have also donated their time,
money, and expertise to projects like the Timing Center and the
annual Sugarloaf Charity Ball, which supports the Maine Cancer
Center.
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Ground Level
A. Patio

B. Hot Tub

C. Family Room

D. Bath

E. Mechanical

Old Friends in a New Setting

Lee Wilson'’s joie de vivre translates readily to everything she does.
She isn’t afraid to push the envelope, both on the slopes and off,
and her ability to inhabit that narrow space between comfort and
risk has become a defining characteristic of her personality. For 20
years, Lee and her mother, Mary Alice Reilley, owned and operated
Mulberry Cottage in South Portland and Naples, Florida. The stores
sold English and American antiques and an eclectic selection of
home furnishings and accessories. The mother-daughter team took
annual buying trips to England, with their loyal clientele eagerly
awaiting “container days” when their latest purchases would hit the
showroom floor. Lee and her mother were in the process of selling
the business when the Wilsons decided to buy their mountain
retreat. “| was completely frazzled at that point, but very excited to
make Sugarloaf the kind of home that was laid back and comfortable
but still had real style,” Lee stated. “In spite of how stressful a time
it was, it was so much fun breaking into a completely new palette
and starting a project from scratch.”

Lee’s eyes sparkle as she describes the process of finishing the
family lodge. “I used only furnishings and accessories from the
store that had not sold and had become shop-worn. Obviously,
since | was the one who bought them originally, they were pieces
that | loved. | wanted to put them in a setting that would make
them beautiful again.”

Another commitment Lee made was to introduce vibrant,
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Upper Level

N. Master Bedroom
O. Bath

P. Closet

Q. Laundry

R. Bath

S. Bedroom

T. Bedroom

Main Level

F. Bedroom
G. Deck

H. Bath

|. Great Room
J. Dining

K. Kitchen

L. Bath

M. Entry

-
-

saturated color in every room. “Because | didn't live here full-time, |
felt | could be freer with color, more adventurous,” Lee reflected. “At
home, living in an antique Cape, | use color to calm and soothe. This
house is so new; | wanted it to look completely different.”

The artwork in the Wilsons’ Sugarloaf home is as deeply personal
as the furnishings. Both Portia and Cameron share their mother’s
artistic eye and flair for color and design. After choosing the colors
of their rooms, both children picked their favorite personal artwork
to grace their bedroom walls. Mike chose a beloved painting for the
master bedroom, an ocean scene by Doris Kibler, Lee’s grandmother.
The collage that hangs in the entrance to the living room (on the
beadboard wall) is composed of antique golf paraphernalia which
Lee found on one of her buying trips in the Cotswolds region of
England.

While there has been a calculated effort to bring style and a
decorative finesse to their condo, the Wilsons want to make sure their
second home remains a vacation retreat, a place to be thoroughly
used and enjoyed. While much of the decor is antique, Lee points
out that it has all stood the test of time—there are no museum pieces
here, just beautiful, serviceable furniture with a history.

“| often marvel at our good fortune. Look at this,” she says,
gesturing to the spectacular view from her living room. “I want
my children to understand how lucky they are to experience this
mountain and all that it has to offer. | never want to take this kind of
gift for granted.”
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