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Remarkable

A classic Artemide Tizio light sits atop a custom bedside 
shelf in the master bedroom. The Elemento bed is from 

Design Within Reach.
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The variegated beige and green tile in the open shower 
bring the colors that surround the cottage inside (top). 

The homeowners cite the shower and the attached 
dry sauna as two of their favorite features. The guest 

area is separate from the main house (bottom). The 
two buildings are connected by a handcrafted pergola 

that Peter Warren created without using any nails or 
fasteners. “It was the right thing to do,” he emphasizes. 

“Any fasteners would have shown and ruined the effect.”

simple can be the most difficult to execute. When something is 
very simple, the details must be perfect. There’s really no place 
to hide.” To Warren, the minimalist aesthetics of the house are 
reminiscent of Japanese architectural styles.

In addition to his established relationship with the architects, 
Warren also developed a warm and productive working 
relationship with the homeowners, who were in California 
during most of the construction. “Steve and David are great 
at getting their vision across, but in this case the homeowners 
were wonderful too. They are very visual people, so it was easy 
to explain what we were doing with pictures and emails,” says 
Warren. He compares this three-way relationship to his favorite 
piece of furniture: a three-legged stool. “If you have a floor that 
isn’t perfectly even, a three-legged stool will never tip. With 
four legs there will always be a wobble, but three legs make it 
completely stable. That’s how we worked on this project.”

One of the most challenging issues created by the lot was 
the proximity of structures 
on either side.  As Blatt 
describes it: “This is a house 
that is designed to graciously 
ignore the neighbors. It’s 
very demure, very non-
grand.” It is also a house that 
reveals its charms slowly; the 
impact is cumulative rather 
than immediate. 

The entry is not visible 
from the road or even 
from the driveway. One 
approaches the front door by 
walkway that is flanked by 
the guesthouse and the main 
house. The walk is defined 
by pale gray granite pavers 
and topped by a pergola. The 
geometry and balance of the 
entryway acts as a graceful 
transition from exterior to 
interior and connects the separate buildings. 

Upon entering the house, the harmony achieved by the 
juxtaposition of the interior space and the expansive exterior 
views is striking. The clear pine paneling, flooring, and trim 
throughout the house gives the abundant natural interior light 
a golden luminosity. “I wasn’t sure about the idea of using pine 
inside. It made me think of a 1950s kitchen, but I love living 
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Night falls and the cottage reveals a more enigmatic beauty. 
The pergola, which spans the length of the two structures and 
extends beyond the porch, punctuates the scene. The western 

red-cedar shingles will turn to a weathered gray in the years to 
come, eventually mirroring the tones of the surrounding granite.

with this,” says the homeowner of the choice to uses pine finishes 
throughout. The panels in the great room are an extraordinary 
22 inches wide and come from Peter Warren’s private stock.

It was important to Warren and the homeowners that 
renewable, energy-efficient, and local materials were used 
wherever possible, a practice that Warren has maintained since 
he started his business. “We’re not doing this to be trendy,” he 
states emphatically. “It’s just smarter working green. It makes 
sense, especially in a project like this one, to use things like 
cellulose insulation and recycled materials.” While some of the 
materials were fairly humble in origin, others were less so. To 
create an unfettered view of the water, stainless-steel mesh was 

used in the screened porch, which serves as a summer living 
room. At almost three times the price of standard screening this 
was a significant upgrade, but it only takes a few minutes on the 
porch to recognize that it was worth the additional cost. The 
wood stove in the living room is by Rais, a Danish company, 
and functions not only as a heat source but also as a sculptural 
balance and focus for the room.

The homeowners are looking forward to their second season 
in the house. “We love the fact that the architect and builder 
gave us what we wanted in a simple-looking structural form – 
focus on the pond, simplicity in use, a modicum of privacy, and 
modest maintenance for two aging boomers.” MH+D




