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As the day ends, Pinewold displays its abundant charms. The porch extension sits 
on top of a storage area for kayaks, canoes, paddles, and life jackets, with easy 

access to the dock. The gardens, designed to be low-maintenance, include perennial 
favorites like hydrangea, rosa rugosa, phlox, delphiniums, and day lilies.

little quirky,” she says, “as though it evolved over generations—
it was never supposed to look decorated.” Train, too, credits 
the serendipitous convergence of diverse professionals who all 
spoke the same language. “It was just a great team,” says Train.

The project was finished in 2007, just in time for the family 
to enjoy the last weeks of summer in their revived cottage. After 
they had moved in, Whitten presented them with a beautiful 
hardcover book documenting the process, which included a 
sketch of the house on a crumpled cocktail napkin, snapshots of 
the first extended family gatherings, and beautiful water vistas 
taken from the wide wrap-around porch. The book opens with 
the simple title Pinewold. For one Midwestern family, that word 
now means “home.”

See Resources for more information. MH+D

Remarkable

Moquin, enlisted the skills of Ned Kirkland of Back Meadow 
Farm in Damariscotta to carry out the extensive landscaping. 
Given the complexity of the project, the team executed the 
work with remarkably little miscommunication or stress. 
Because the homeowners were half a continent away during 
the construction, electronic communication was essential. 
“I’m a huge fan of email,” laughs Whitten. “Decisions were 
often made faster electronically by sending digital pictures and 
meeting notes. We could get answers to questions in less than 
twenty minutes.”

Interior designer Betsy Train refers to the project as an 
“adventure in restoration.” Having known the homeowners for 
more than thirty years, for her the collaboration was effortless 
and inspired. “They wanted the house to be unstudied, even a 




