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REMARKABLE

The spare furnishings in the living room (top) include a vintage, mid-century

leather and chrome bench, a brushed chrome and glass coffee table, an Art Deco
reproduction burled walnut chair, shag pillows, and the designer’s childhood piano.
The ocean-side porch (bottom) is furnished with all-weather rattan chairs and tables
from Restoration Hardware. The mahogany bead-board ceiling and bluestone floor
keep maintenance to a minimum.
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REMARKABLE

Bongiorno knew that the view would be the focal point
of the master bath, so she chose Thassos marble for floor,
walls, and vanity tops. The milky-white marble, free of any
perceptible veining, is a perfect complement to the colors of
the sky and sea beyond. The vanities and mirror frames are
custom made from crotch mahogany, a rare wood of unusual
depth and beauty. “The master bath is probably my favorite
room in the house,” she says. “It is elegant, beautifully
proportioned, and very, very relaxing.”

The kitchen, too, has an enviable view, which was enhanced
when Bowley and Bongiorno designed a new rear elevation for
the house, opening up the entire ocean side of the structure
with floor-to-ceiling windows on the ground floor. “There
were cabinets on the wall with windows above,” explains
Bongiorno. “The kitchen felt very closed in. Now the view
is part of the design scheme. We lost some cabinet space, but
were able to make up most of it in ways that left the view
intact.”

Both the living room and dining room are a reflection
of Bongiorno’s aesthetic sensibilities and lifestyle—they
are at once spare and dramatic, with an occasional nod to
the eccentric. The living room is reminiscent of a Japanese
tearoom, albeit with a European flair. It’s topped with a
mirrored disco ball, a tongue-in-cheek nod to the designer’s
favorite kind of nightlife. The piano she took lessons on as
a child sits in the bay window, framed by an ever-changing
seascape.

The dining room chandelier, made of Murano glass, is one
that Bongiorno found in Venice. Its curves add drama to the
lines and angles that dominate the room. Playful Salvador Dali
prints top a pair of built-in mahogany sideboards flanking the
living room entrance.

The craftsmen on Bowley’s team were eager to help
Bongiorno realize her unique vision. “The materials I specified
for this job were not necessarily run-of-the-mill, but they
were always willing to work with my ideas,” she says. “They
did an amazing job and brought a lot of their expertise and
experience to my designs.”

After almost a year of construction, Bongiorno has finally
moved into her home, which she describes as classic with a
modern sensibility. She acknowledges that the house, which
is constantly changing, reflects both her personal evolution
as a designer and her playful personality. “I can’t take myself

too seriously,” she says. “But I have to admit: I take my work
very seriously.” RIER
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