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ceiling windows with original hand-blown panes, and intricately carved 
window friezes in the main salon were carefully preserved during the 
process of modernizing the home. The homeowners were not afraid, 
however, to reconfigure rooms and rework the floor plan to make the 
house more livable. In that spirit, Banks located the new kitchen next to 
the keeping room, which placed it in the heart of the traffic flow on the 
main floor. Her signature design sensibility is evident throughout the 
room, from the twin pantry cabinets flanking the oversized sink to the 
mirror-glazed upper cabinets that reflect light from the wide window 
opposite.

Banks drew inspiration from the home’s seafaring past. “The vision 
of a sea captain we don’t really know haunted me,” she says of the 
design. To honor the history of the house and its location, she chose 
an earthy palette and accessorized with Audubon prints and nautical 
memorabilia from the homeowner’s family to evoke the spirit of 
exploration and unbounded possibility.

The colors throughout the house are muted, and the pale blues, 
greens, and browns accentuate the mellow mood. In the compact 
library, Banks relocated shelves in order to restore a large window and 
painted the walls a soft pink. Not only is it a soothing color for such 
a contemplative space, but it also echoes the slightly darker exterior of 
Big Pink, making the little pink room a mirror of the outside. 

Since they first saw the property, the homeowners have steadily 
uncovered details of Big Pink’s rich history. Built by sea captain 
Ambrose Child sometime between 1855 and 1862, the house was sold 
to the Tibbets family around the turn of the century, after Child and 
his son were lost at sea. It was then turned into a guesthouse, as part 
of the Edgemere Hotel on the adjacent property. With its breathtaking 
views and healing mineral springs, the hotel and guesthouse attracted 
vacationers from around the country.

Many locals believe the ghost of Captain Child haunts Big Pink, 
though neither the homeowners nor the builders have had any 
paranormal encounters. Still, it appears that the sea captain may have 
built his house with the supernatural in mind. On the second floor, 
there is a curved wall in the hallway. The homeowners were told that 
this is an example of a witches’ corner. It was believed that witches 
could trap their victims in the corners of rooms, and that a curved wall 
afforded protection from demons and specters. 

The appeal of Big Pink is manifest in more than its abundant 
architectural and aesthetic charms; it is charged with the energy of the 
past. Family history, local lore, and a sense of place on the craggy Maine 
coast all inform the elegance of this blushing beauty.

See Resources for more information.
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